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which dictates respect for personal property, and the
sentiment or sense of justice which condemns it, because
he is unable to regard it as entirely justifiable.
What is most lacking in classical political economy
for him is justice, morality; and he refuses, for his part,
to keep these separate. Most economists, he says, con-
sider that, however extensive the domain of economics,
it cannot pass the boundary that separates it from
ethics* Their provinces must remain distinct. In the one,
interest, in the other, duty; in the first, utility, in the
second, justice. Gide holds it to be at once impossible
and undesirable to respect this line of demarcation—
arbitrary in any case. No doubt, as a matter of classifica-
tion, it may be convenient to distinguish the two domains,
as in a library the volumes treating of the two sciences
are arranged separately. But neither of them must be
lost sight of in the explanation of social facts. The study
of modern economic questions—often called social
S
uestions—shows that inevitably we are led into a blind-
ley where we lose track of economics and morality
alone can supply a solution. But the morality of economics
is justice.
Here are some examples. Pure economics maintains
that the just price, the just wage, are determined by the
play of supply and demand, by a system of unlimited
competition. Very true, if the word "just" and the word
"exact," as in the matter of weights, are one and the
same. But what theory of political economy would dare
to eliminate justice, in the true and moral sense of the
term, when seeking the "just" price and the "just"
standard of wages ? And how would it solve the vital
problems of contemporary economics: the high cost of
living and the remuneration of labour? Did not the
authors of the Treaty of Versailles loudly proclaim, in
Article 427, that labour must not be considered simply
as a commodity or an article of commerce ? Did they not
thus affirm that labour conditions could not be treated
solely according to the principles of pure economics ?
How, theiij may we secure this justice in economic

